
LAYERS OF THE PALOUSE
Little Free Libraries

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dovetail_joint#mediaviewer/File:Joinery-throughdovetail.svg
http://www.3-form.com/materials/koda_xt/crystal_clear/#2
http://www.homedepot.com/p/Unbranded-6-in-x-6-in-x-12-ft-Construction-Select-Pressure-Treated-Timber-5496001060612000/204590933
http://www.polymorelabs.com/store/p2/Polycarbonate_Sheet.html
http://www.usplastic.com/catalog/item.aspx?itemid=28092&catid=704
http://www.wasankariconstruction.net

This design was inspired by the rolling hills of  the Palouse in the area surrounding 
the town of  Palouse. The changing colors of  the hills is represented by the naturally 
different color variations of  the reclaimed barn wood. The different sizes of  the 
boxes is representative of  the layers of  the hills in the Palouse. Finally, using green 
materials is important to the community of  Palouse so that is why this design 
utilizes reclaimed barn wood as the exterior sheathing of  the boxes. 

Magnetic cabinet catch that 
will keep the polycarbonate 
doors closed.

Dovetail joints to be used 
to construct the interior 
plywood boxes of  the library. 

WHAT IS LITTLE FREE LIBRARY?
Little Free Library was established in 2009 and is a program whose motto is “take 
a book, return a book.” To date, Little Free Library has built 15,000 libraries in 62 
countries. This is a non-profit organization whose goal is to inspire learning in people 
of  all ages. This goal is accomplished by filling the little library with donated books and 
then placing the little library in a central location of  a town so that people will walk by 
and see it. Then, when someone takes a book they should exchange it with another 
book of  their own. This model will work perfectly in a small town like Palouse because it 
will allow pepole to have access to books at all times, even if  the main library is closed. 
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Reclaimed barn wood to be 
used as the exterior cladding 
that will be attached to the 
plywood box. 

1/4” thick polycarbonate 
plastic to be used for the 
doors of  the boxes.

Pressure treated 4 in. x 4 in.  
cedar pole to be used as the 
stand for the structure. 

Located to the left of  the entrance outside the Palouse Library. 

Material How Much Needed Cost of Material Manufacturer Est. Material Cost
Reclaimed Barn Wood 35.36 SQ. FT. $0.45 - $1.50 per board foot Wasankari Construction Varies
Plywood 32.125 SQ. FT. $11.97 (per 4 ft. x8 ft. sheet) Home Depot $23.94 (2 sheets)
Polycarbonate Plastic 6.8125 SQ. FT. $35.61 (per 12 in. x 48 in. sheet) U.S. Plastic Corp. $71.22 (2 sheets)
Cedar Pole 4 Linear Feet $17.97 (per 12 ft. pole) Home Depot $17.97 (1 pole)
Weather Proofing Finish 35.36 SQ. FT. $33.98 (per gallon) Home Depot $33.98 (1 gallon)

Cost Estimate

Exterior grade plywood to 
be used to build the boxes 
for the library that will then 
be sheathed in barn wood. 
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